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their counterparts in the states, where parties exist under the
names of Labour, Country, Nationalist, United Australia,
Liberal, and other miscellaneous labels. The state parties
represent the same social groupings as their federal name-
sakes, utilize the same political machinery, and behave in
much the same manner. No less than the provincial parties
of Canada, they help to determine the fortunes of leadership
in national politics; in their rise and fall they have a prompt
influence upon parties in the Commonwealth.

It is evident that the Australian political associations
differ from those of Canada in making a more ostentatious
show of being class parties.    More frequently they use the
emotive language of class consciousness.    The racial homo-
geneity of the population and its cultural cohesion certainly
tend to shift the base of political conflict towards class and
occupation, although the major parties virtually represent
all classes, and are not the agents of a rigorous class struggle.
The peculiar strength of Labour, owing to special features in
the industrial structure, make inevitable a division on the
lines of Labour versus anti-Labour and the emergence of
large metropolitan communities exerts a similar influence.
While there is this tendency towards class politics, regionalism
also intrudes to lessen appreciably the importance of class.
All the major parties at Canberra must win adherents in the
main areas of Australia, and, since the interests and attitudes
of the same classes differ somewhat in the different regions,
compromises under regional pressure are imperative.    Even
the Labour party cannot escape from the shaping effect of
geographic and cultural circumstances.    The militant trade
unionists in New South Wales cannot sway the party through-
out the whole of Australia because their influence is counter-
acted by the more moderate Labour leaders of Western
Australia and Tasmania.    Parties national in name can be
national in fact only when responding in some measure to the
varied pressures in the different regions of the Common-